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November:








Membership Birthdays
15   Program Meeting at Country Club of Lansing

18  Silver Bells in the City Parade, Lansing

 


Novemer 29
Melody Atwood 
22   Executive Board Meeting 
at Mitchell’s Fish Market

25  Mason Holiday Parade, Mason












Member Anniversaries
December:








1989

Gail Shafer-Crane

6 Business meeting at Country Club of Lansing

10 & 17  Gift Wrapping at Shuler’s Bookstore Fundraiser

13   90th Anniversary/Holiday Dinner at Country Club of Lansing

*************************************************************************************************************************************





      
Member News

*************************************************************************************************************************************

 Former member Egene Daher passed away October 26, 2011 at the age of 93.  Egene was active in her church and the community and received many service awards.  The Funeral Mass was held on November 1, 2011 at St. Casimir Catholic Church.  Condolences may be sent to www.palmerbush.com.  ****************************************************************************************************
Club News

*************************************************************************************************************************************
	Zonta Float Update:

If someone is interested in being in the parades, please pick an era and let us know what you will be dressed as.  
The Silver Bells in the City Lansing Parade on Friday, November 18th. Pat Curran will be on the float as a suffragist from the 1920's. Jackie Pulford will be riding the float as Rosie the Riveter representing the 1940's, Sarah Pulford will be representing Amelia Earhart, Margaret Groves will be riding the float as Rosa Parks which will cover the 60's, Nancy Johnson's daughter and Jackie's Grandaughter Gracie will be hippies from the 70's, then we are going for the 21st century with Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day-O'Connor, portrayed by Melody Atwood.  Our float will be #24,  The staging area check in is at the south west corner of Hillsdale and Washington Square and we must be checked in by 5:30 p.m.  The staging location for us will be the 600 Block of Sought Washington Square-West and we will enter from St. Joe St. (That is in front of the Centennial Bldg.)  There will be a float in front and in back of us on that block.  The parade begins at 6:10 p.m.  There is no throwing of anything from the float and no walkers in the Lansing Parade.  
The Mason Parade on Friday, November 25th.  The staging area for the parade is at the Lear Corporation on North Street.  Use the Cedar Street as your access to North Street.  At this parade, again you cannot throw anything including andy from the parade unit.  We can have people walk along side the float and hand out candy if we want.  If you are walking, you cannot get on the float after the parade has started.  We are anticipating the same people for the Mason parade as we have for the Lansing Parade. We will be sitting on bales of hay or just standing.  Bring along a blanket or quilt to sit on and one to cover up with.  Wear your warmest clothes as it will probably be bitter cold like it has been in the past.  Many years it has snowed.

The Zonta club sends a very special thank you to the family of Jackie Pulford -   Ken, Shelly, Sara, Gracie and Carley.  They have worked many, many hours for us putting this float together, and without them this project would have not been possible.  Thank you!!

The 90th Birthday Party is December 13th at the Country Club of Lansing.  There will be a cash bar open at 6:00, and dinner at 6:45 p.m. Music starts shortly after dinner.  There will be speeches by Denise Quarles, Nancy Johnson and Sheri Jones of WLNS TV6, then music again with dancing.  Right after the music starts, the dessert buffet will open, the 50/50 Raffle will take place and during the 2nd break of the band, there will be a short skit put on by a few members on how Zonta got it's start.  When they are done, the music plays until it is time for them to finish.
Zonta in the News!  The following article appeared in the November 2011 issue of Capitol Area Women’s Lifestyle magazine, along with a lovely photo of our Vice President, Melody Atwood:

“Celebrating its 90th birthday this January is the Zonta Club of Lansing. Organized in 1922, this chapter of the Zonta Club was a spin-off from the Detroit club — one of the original nine Zonta clubs. From its early beginnings with only 29 members, Zonta Club of Lansing has grown over the years and sponsored eight more local clubs including Owosso and East Lansing. Zonta Clubs are dedicated to advancing the political, economic, health and professional status of women.
“Zonta has become a passion for me, a fire burning in my belly,” said Zonta Club of Lansing Vice President Melody Atwood.
Zonta Club of Lansing is involved in many programs helping women both locally and worldwide, and one international project worked with Zonta clubs in Ghana. The project started with training a group of women on how to start their own business and keep it running. The profits they made would then go on to help another woman for the same program.
“That program, I’m happy to say, started right here at the Lansing club with some members who were in the education field,” Atwood said.
One local program wrapped up just last month. It was called $5 Make A Difference where every Zonta Club member was given 5 dollars, and they could do what they wanted with it. The goal was to make someone else’s life better. Atwood’s contribution was making a painting, selling it and donating that money to charity.
The club also held an event last month for breast cancer awareness. Two hundred hand-crafted pillows were presented to the American Cancer Society director, Julie Renner. These pillows were then distributed out to local cancer centers for patients.
Zonta Club of Lansing will also be participating in the Silver Bells in the City parade this month. The club will have a line of floats representing Zonta Club over the decades.Atwood has been with the Zonta Club of Lansing since 2008 and will become president of the club in June. She has big ideas for the club and wants to see the organization ready to grow.
“I’m an idea person,” she said. “The bigger we get, the more we can do to help, not only our community, but the whole world. A lot of what we do is about friendships and good networking; we have a great bunch of ladies. We need people with ideas and those who are willing to give.”
To get involved with Zonta Club of Lansing, contact Melody Atwood at (517) 881-6737 or visit www.zontacluboflansing.org.”

You can link to the article here:  http://www.cawlm.com/article/helping-women-of-the-world-zonta-club-of-lansing/
*************************************************************************************************************************************
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	COMMITTEE REPORTS


Fellowship, Program and Special Events

The 90th Birthday Party/Holiday Event planning is in full swing. Entertainment has been arranged, the dinner choice is in place with special desserts provided by the Gello-Cake Lady, former Meridian East Zonta member Lilian Chavira.  Decorations have been decided and the event is anticipated that it will come in at budget.
 
The Parade Committee has been working hard, staffing and building the float, as noted in previous article.  
 
 OLD BUSINESS: Notification of lunch attendance. Prior to each meeting an email is sent out to all members requesting a response as to if they will or will not be attending and if they are bringing a guest for lunch. Response to this request has fallen off to the point that at the last meeting, the Country Club had to scramble to make seating space and additional lunches for five members who had not responded and were assumed to not be attending.  The issue was announced to the club by President Nancy Johnson with the request that members please be responsive to all requests in the time frame noted.  Due to the high cost of lunches at the club, we cannot anticipate attendance and request either a phone call or email to advise if you will be at the meeting.
Hilda Patricia Curran - Chair    Committee Members:  Jacquelyn Pulford, Melody Atwood, Mary Haskell Board Rep.

Public Relations and Communication

The Committee sent notifications and invitations to all area print media requesting coverage of the upcoming 90th Birthday/Holiday Party.  Zonta Club of Lansing is the featured Non Profit Profile for the November issue of Capital Area Women’s LifeStyle Magazine.  The same magazine emailed an interest in covering the December Birthday event and promises to advise closer to the date if they can send a photographer.  In addition they invited Ms. Atwood to their Sunday, November 20th radio program called “In her Shoes” for an hour long interview regarding Zonta Club of Lansing and our 90th Birthday Party.  Their program airs live on 1240 AM from noon until one o’clock. 
 
Publisher Chris Holman of The Greater Lansing Business Monthly will list the upcoming event in their notable news section of the December magazine and has since responded positively to attending the birthday event.  
 
The Public Relations Committee Chair has appeared on the Tim Barron Radio Talk Program on station WLMI in October and has been asked to return to discuss Zonta on at least a quarterly basis.  
 
November 30th, Committee Chair is scheduled to speak on air for the Coffee with Jack Robbins Radio Program along with LCC’s TV production of this program.  
 
Both Melody and Teresa are working to get involved with the WLNS TV6 program “6 on Six” for the December filming.  We are presently awaiting a response.   
 
Notifications to Radio, Television and the written media has proven to be effective and the committee will continue to work with the media to get the Zonta Club of Lansing name in the forefront of Service Organizations.
 
Notification of the upcoming 90th Birthday/Holiday Program have been noted both on the District 15 Website, Zonta Club of Lansing website, Public Drum Internet Notice of Public Event as well as being listed in the League of Women Voters and Allen Street Community Neighborhood Web pages. 
 
The Public Relations Committee continues to post weekly announcements in the Lansing State Journal Business Section and the local area community newspapers regarding our meetings and events.  
 
Over 500 invitations to the December 13th event will be mailed to all District 15 Clubs, their officers and members, prior members, past club presidents and District Officers, former speakers and potential members.  Email notifications of the event have been sent, first as a “Save the Date” notification, followed by the actual invitation which will be followed by an email reminder to attend, closer to the R.S.V.P date of December 1st. 

 

Zonta Club of Michigan Capitol Area has offered to place on each guest table, a copy of our invitation, with notification that tickets for our event can be purchased that evening only by seeing either Ms. Atwood or Ms. Pulford who will be attending the M.C.A. event. 

 
The Public Relations Committee will be taking photos of the construction of the float for the upcoming parades by some of the members of the club, and will submit them for printing in the Lansing Club, District and International websites.
Melody Atwood –Chair

Committee Member:  Teresa Szymanski

Membership Committee
Margaret Groves spent several Zonta Service Hours organizing our name badges in a hefty notebook.  Thank you for keeping us organized, Margaret!
Darlene Harris - Chair

   
Committee Members:  Jane Bitsicas, Eleanor Smith, Mildred Richardson,                


             
     Sue Eareckson, Margaret Groves Board Rep.

International Relations/United Nations/Status of Women

Status of Women had "help" from Jane White, Director of the Human Trafficking Task Force in MI, who shared info about what's going on in MI.  Jane also spoke at last month's District 15 Conference.  How lucky to have her bring her visual aids so the members who didn't attend the conference gain a vivid understanding of what Human Trafficking does to its' victims and society.

 From Patrick Madden of the United Nations Association:

The Senate is making budget decisions right now that will impact millions of lives around the world. One of those decisions has to do with the amount of funding our government devotes to programs that alleviate hunger and poverty and that enhance peace and security. This funding is in extreme danger — even though it accounts for less than 1 percent of the federal budget. 

Early next week the Senate will take up a “minibus” (a bundle of several appropriations funding bills) that will include the bill that funds the State Department, foreign assistance, and our treaty obligated funding to the United Nations. 

We ask that you urge your Senator to:

· Oppose amendments that further cut international affairs programs and funding for the United Nations 

· Support the Senate Appropriations Committee’s funding level 

In September, the Senate Appropriations Committee voted on international affairs funding and supported much higher levels than the House of Representatives. As the international affairs appropriation bill (State/Foreign Operations) goes to the Senate floor next week, dangerous amendments to the Senate Appropriations Committee’s funding levels will be offered. 

In particular, we know there will be amendments to cut overall UN funding, along with amendments to cripple UN peacekeeping, end U.S. involvement in the Human Rights Council, and to slash contributions to UN agencies like the World Food Program, UNICEF and those agencies fighting the devastating famine in the Horn of Africa. 

So please urge your Senator to oppose any further cuts to international affairs and UN funding. Tell them to support the language that the Senate Appropriations Committee already agreed to and to protect lifesaving foreign assistance. 

Sally Churchill - Chair


Committee Members:  Teresa Szymanski, Gail Shafer-Crane,                                                                   






                
Dorothy Mitstifer - Board Rep.

Service Ways and Means

The club will participate in a Fundraiser to do holiday gift wrapping at Schuler’s Bookstore in Eastwood Town Center on Lake Lansing Road.  We are scheduled for 2 Saturdays in a row.   The 10th and the 17th of December.  Both are from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.  What we can do, is two people take a 2 hour shift, say from 10 until 12 p.m. and two other people take from 12:00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. so no one has to be there for the full four hours long.  Of course if someone wants to do the four hour shift, that's great too.  We will put out a tip jar so that we can pick up some cash for doing this. There is a short tutorial that we will have to take as all gifts are wrapped in a particular way.  That is supposed to take just less than 10 minutes.  

On November 11 and 12, Elaine West sold the coupon booklets at Younkers.  She sold 56 and made $280!  This is in addition to the booklets sold by members.  Thank you Elaine! 
Sherrie Graham - Chair
Committee Members:  Carrie Linderoth, Elaine West, Mary Zehner, 
Bea Jaye Bedell, Judy Manson - Board Rep.
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Club/Foundation Officers and Directors:
President:





Nancy Johnson


Vice President: 




Melody Atwood
Correspondence Secretary:



Jane Bitsicas



Recording Secretary:




Judy Manson


Revenue Treasurer:




Jackie Pulford



Expense Treasurer:




Dorothy Mitstifer
Director - First of a Two-Year Term:

Margaret Groves and Mary Haskell

Director - Second of a Two Year Term:

Darlene Harris (replaces Judy Manson) and Elaine West
Nominating Committee:



Mary Haskell - Chair, Sue Eareckson and Elaine West
Foundation Representatives:
First year of Two Year Term:

        Teresa Szymanski and Sherrie Graham
Executive Board please note:  The Executive Board Meetings will be held at Mitchell's Fish Market at Eastwood Town Center.  We have the private room scheduled for the November Executive Board Meeting.
************************************************************************************************************************
For Menu Planning, 

Please RSVP by Tuesday the week prior to our meeting if you will or will not be attending the next club meeting. Contact: Melody Atwood at either 517-881-6737 or email her at atwood.melody8@gmail.com
************************************************************************************************************************
For the Monthly Newsletter,

Final printing is completed by the third Monday of each month.  Please submit all information you wish to be included in the current month's   Newsletter, which includes all Committee Reports, by the second Thursday of the current month.  This gives the Correspondence Secretary less than five (5) days to put together a quality newsletter that can be viewed online or a Hard Copy to be received by those with no access to a computer.  Please send information to:  Jane Bitsicas at 1829 Bitsicas@aol.com Walnut Heights Drive, East Lansing MI 48823 Information received after print date will be held for the following month's newsletter.
********************************************************************************************************
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