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December:








Membership Birthdays
Happy Holidays!







None










Member Anniversaries
January:








1980

Margaret Groves

6 Business meeting at the Delhi Cafe

17    Program meeting at the Lansing Airport

24    Executive Board meeting at Mitchell’s  Fish Market

************************************************************************************************************************************





      
Member News

*************************************************************************************************************************************

Margaret Groves would like to thank the Zonta members for their support of the Ronald McDonald House by collecting pull tabs from beverage cans.  Please continue to send your pull tabs her way! ****************************************************************************************************
Club News

*************************************************************************************************************************************
	The Zonta Club welcomes the following new members:

Nicole Zynda, Financial Services Professional, New York Life –  303 N. Fairview, Lansing 48912  nszynda@gmail.com,  H 517.347.4323 W 517-202-1780 

Kim McCall, Manager at Younkers –  6186 Rutherford Ave.  E.Lansing, 48823  H 517.614.3158  W 517-327-3055
Zonta Club of Lansing’s very own Melody Atwood was featured in the Member Profile in the Zonta International newsletter this month.  Congratulations Melody!   This is the article:

Melody Atwood Zonta Club of Lansing, Michigan
Melody Atwood joined the Zonta Club of Lansing, Michigan in 2008. At the time, she was a recent retiree and looking for friendship. “When I retired, I was still a relatively young woman. The first summer without work I was enjoying being home and doing what I wanted, when I wanted. But, once winter came and my friends were still working full time, I had nothing but my husband and my painting to keep me company during the day,” said Melody. A friend had been encouraging Melody to join Zonta for some time, but Melody was afraid that she didn’t have what it takes to be a Zontian.

Once she got involved with Zonta, however, and understood the causes Zonta had taken on and the good they had done, Melody’s perspective changed. According to Melody, “It lit a fire in my belly. I realized that I had led a sheltered life both as a child and as an adult. Spending time buried in my career, I was missing out on that great feeling of doing something for someone else without the thought of getting something back in return. My thoughts of accomplishing everything that I could in the work world were replaced with a feeling of what can I do to give back, how I can help others, and how I can grow not only my club but myself as a person. Zonta has made me a better person, doing more than I ever thought I could do.”
Membership in Zonta International and her local Zonta club has been very rewarding for Melody. It has opened her eyes to the extreme wrongs in the world that she previously knew little of and has enabled her to build strong relationships from which she can work to right these wrongs and better the lives of others. She also enjoys working on club projects and helping to ensure their success. Two club projects, in particular, have been very meaningful for Melody. The first was “Hat’s Off to Lucile – Own a Piece of the Legacy,” a live auction which raised more than $5,000 to be donated to charity in memory of a former club member who had been well-known in Lansing for her trademark couture hats. Another memorable project was the showing of the independent documentary film “The Flowers of Madison” – the story of three culturally diverse women who faced and overcame some of life’s worst obstacles. Melody worked with the film’s writer, producer and cinematographer to organize a sold-out showing of her film in Lansing. Melody looks forward to building on the reputation of the Zonta Club of Lansing to make it the premier service club in the area during her term as club president next year.

In addition to her involvement with Zonta, Melody worked in a number of different managerial positions over her thirty-one years with the Ford Motor Credit Company before retiring in 2001. She is particularly proud of her work to help both retail and wholesale customers resolve their financial difficulties so they could maintain ownership of their vehicle or business. After leaving the fast-paced world of the auto industry, Melody turned to painting in her retirement. She partnered with another artist to start an art studio where she now sells her paintings. Not fixed on painting in any one particular style, Melody paints primarily with oils and paints whatever moves her, from landscapes to animals, still life and portraits. She is particularly proud of a portrait she painted of a black woman with tears running down her face which hangs in a charter school in Atlanta, Georgia and paintings of hers which were auctioned off to raise money for the Kresge Art Museum at Michigan State University. “No matter what I do, I have always taken pride in my work. I do the best that I can, do the most that I can to solve the problem, work tirelessly to make every project successful and can walk away knowing that nothing was left unfinished,” said Melody.

************************************************************************************************************************

Thank you Jackie Pulford, for coordinating the Club’s Adopt a Family holiday project.  Two needy families will benefit from the generous donations of Club members.

*************************************************************************************************************************************
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	COMMITTEE REPORTS


 
Fellowship, Program and Special Events / Public Relations and Communication

The Public Relations Committee and the Fellowship, Programs and Special Events, Committee has declared our assignment of promoting both Zonta Club of Lansing and the 90th Birthday/Holiday Party a huge success.  We received live coverage from WLNS TV 6, our announcement appeared in the local newspapers in both Lansing and the surrounding areas.  We appeared on the radio, The Coffee Break with Jack Robbins program, Mornings with Tim Barron.  The Tiffany Dowling Capital Area Women’s LifeStyle Magazine Radio program plus articles in some of the local area magazines and numerous websites.
 

Over 500 invitations were sent out and the club had 72 accepted attendees.  Our attendees ranged from the local media personalities  Sheri Jones of TV6 and Chris Holman of Greater Lansing Business Monthly magazine, to State Representative Joan Bauer, City Council Members Derek Quinney and his wife Desiree Quinney, and Council Member Tina Houghton, along with Judge Hugh Clarke from 54a District Court of the State of Michigan.  The club received proclamations from The Michigan State of Representatives, the United States Senate and from the City of Lansing.

 

The Club had a number of excellent speakers for the evening, starting with our own President Nancy Johnson, House of Representatives Joan Bauer, Lansing City Clerk Chris Swope, News Anchor Sheri Jones, Sandy Soifer from the Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame, and keynote speaker Denise Quarles, our own District 15 Governor, who gave an enlightening speech regarding all of Zonta and her clubs.  Everyone felt this was an excellent display of sharing the good work of Zonta Club of Lansing and her 90 years of service.  Checking “facebook”, there are a number of entries speaking of the Zonta party and the good time that people had.  Thus the party and the publicity is decidedly a success.

 

We have the opportunity of gaining two more members as two individuals at the party were quite excited after hearing of what Zonta does, requested information about how to become members of the Zonta Club of Lansing.  

 

Notifications to Radio, Television and the written media has proven to be effective and the PR Committee will continue to work with the media to get the Zonta Club of Lansing name in the forefront of Service Organizations.

 

 

The Fellowship, Programs and Special Events Committee spearheaded the Zonta Float for not only the Lansing Silver Bells in the City Parade, but also the Mason, MI parade.  The float from the nose of the vehicle pulling the float to the tail Zonta Club of Lansing’s parade float measured 53’.  With thanks to all the members of Fellowship Committee, plus Sue Eareckson, Mildred Richardson, and the family of Jackie Pulford the Zonta float was seen by over 150,000 people in Lansing and Mason.  The float had members and their families dressed in period clothing representing the last ninety years.  Represented were the original Zonta Club of Lansing Member’s, Amelia Earhart, Rosie the Riveter, Rosa Parks, Chief Justice Sandra Day O’Connor and today’s leaders.  The float was something that the club has decided to utilize every parade that Zonta decides to become a part of because not only the club felt it was a success but our float was met with many cheers from the public for our portrayal of women and the rights of women.

 

The Country Club of Lansing is closed for the months of January and February, therefore a new meeting place had to be found for that period of time.  For the January Business/Committee Meeting and the February Business/Committee Meeting and Program meeting, we will meet at the Delhi Cafe at 4625 Willoughby Rd., Holt.  They have a private meeting area that we an use at no additional cost.  Directions will be emailed to all members.  For the January Program, the International Relations, United Nations and Status of Women Committee will be handling the Program event which will be held at the “Babe Ruth” room at the Lansing Capital City International Airport.  Chair Sally Churchill is handling all arrangements.  We look forward to an exciting first program of the year.

 

Hilda Patricia Curran - Chair         Committee Members:  Jacquelyn Pulford, Melody Atwood, Mary Haskell    Board Rep.

Melody Atwood –Chair

Committee Member:  Teresa Szymanski

Membership Committee
No report.

Darlene Harris - Chair

   
Committee Members:  Jane Bitsicas, Eleanor Smith, Mildred Richardson,                


             
     Sue Eareckson, Margaret Groves Board Rep.

International Relations/United Nations/Status of Women

No report.

Sally Churchill - Chair


Committee Members:  Teresa Szymanski, Gail Shafer-Crane,                                                                   






                
Dorothy Mitstifer - Board Rep.

Service Ways and Means

The club will participate in a Fundraiser to do holiday gift wrapping at Schuler’s Bookstore in Eastwood Town Center on Lake Lansing Road.  We are scheduled for 2 Saturdays in a row.   The 10th and the 17th of December.  Both are from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.   We will put out a tip jar so that we can pick up some cash for doing this. There is a short tutorial that we will have to take as all gifts are wrapped in a particular way.  That is supposed to take just less than 10 minutes.  

Sherrie Graham - Chair
Committee Members:  Carrie Linderoth, Elaine West, Mary Zehner, 
Bea Jaye Bedell, Judy Manson - Board Rep.
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Club/Foundation Officers and Directors:
President:





Nancy Johnson


Vice President: 




Melody Atwood
Correspondence Secretary:



Jane Bitsicas



Recording Secretary:




Judy Manson


Revenue Treasurer:




Jackie Pulford



Expense Treasurer:




Dorothy Mitstifer
Director - First of a Two-Year Term:

Margaret Groves and Mary Haskell

Director - Second of a Two Year Term:

Darlene Harris (replaces Judy Manson) and Elaine West
Nominating Committee:



Mary Haskell - Chair, Sue Eareckson and Elaine West
Foundation Representatives:
First year of Two Year Term:

        Teresa Szymanski and Sherrie Graham
Executive Board please note:  The Executive Board Meetings will be held at Mitchell's Fish Market at Eastwood Town Center.  
************************************************************************************************************************
For Menu Planning, 

Please RSVP by Tuesday the week prior to our meeting if you will or will not be attending the next club meeting. Contact: Melody Atwood at either 517-881-6737 or email her at atwood.melody8@gmail.com
************************************************************************************************************************
For the Monthly Newsletter,

Final printing is completed by the third Monday of each month.  Please submit all information you wish to be included in the current month's   Newsletter, which includes all Committee Reports, by the second Thursday of the current month.  This gives the Correspondence Secretary less than five (5) days to put together a quality newsletter that can be viewed online or a Hard Copy to be received by those with no access to a computer.  Please send information to:  Jane Bitsicas at 1829 Bitsicas@aol.com Walnut Heights Drive, East Lansing MI 48823 Information received after print date will be held for the following month's newsletter.
********************************************************************************************************
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