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	August 15, 2011
	


August:








Membership Birthdays
16   Program Meeting at Country Club of Lansing 


August 11 
Jackie Pulford
23   Executive Board Meeting 
at Mitchell’s Fish Market

August 17
Dorothy Mitstifer









August 27
Norma Bunday










August 31
Gail Shafer-Crane










Member Anniversaries
September:







1980

Mary Zehner

  6   Business/Committee at HOULIHAN”S



1987

Sue Eareckson

13   Flowers of Madison Fundraiser




20   Program at Country Club of Lansing






27   Executive Board Meeting at Mitchell’s Fish Market

*************************************************************************************************************************************





      
Member News

*************************************************************************************************************************************
Former Zontian Phyllis Gloden died on August 2.  A memorial service will be held on Saturday August 20 at 1:00 pm at the Edgewood United Church on 469 S. Hagadorn in East Lansing.

************************************************************************************************************************
This is some information passed along to us by Dorothy Mitstifer:  “I am writing today to let you know about a volunteer opportunity in our community.  I hope that you will not mind passing this information along to the Zonta membership.
“In 2011, Asset Independence Coalition (AIC) gave free tax prep and free e-filing services to over 2,000 families in Ingham, Clinton and Eaton counties, bringing in nearly $2.7 million in refunds.  The average family received a refund of $1300.  We are very much in need of volunteers for the 2012 tax season, to keep this momentum going!  If your members would like to give back to the community's neediest families (many of them led by single mothers) in a meaningful way, and gain a resume building skill at the same time, this is the opportunity for them.  Our volunteers are trained and certified in the Internal Revenue Service's Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program.  Other volunteer positions include greeter, screener, and survey administrator.”

Please contact me at aic.midmichigan@gmail.com or 517.256.1466 if you would like to know more.  Thank you!

Amber Paxton, Coordinator

Asset Independence Coalition
PO Box 10236
Lansing MI 48901-0236
(517) 256-1466
aic.midmichigan@gmail.com   /  http://www.assetindependencecoalition.org
"The Mission of AIC is to coordinate resources of public and private institutions to promote the financial independence of low to moderate income residents of Clinton, Eaton and Ingham Counties."

************************************************************************************************************************

Margaret Groves has some wonderful news to share regarding her granddaughter, Monica Groves.  Georgia Governor Nathan Deal announced the recipients of the KIPP Metro Atlanta Race to the Top Innovation Grants, which awards $1 million to implement a Teacher Fellowship Program.  Monica Groves was a partner in writing the grant proposal for this prestigious award!

******************************************************************************************************************************************************
Some more information from Dorothy Mitstifer:

 MI Response to Hate: presented by 
 The Michigan Alliance Against Hate Crimes and 
The Michigan Department of Civil Rights 
Friday, September 9, 2011
MSU Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center, East Lansing, MI
According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, Michigan led the nation in 2010 with the highest number of anti-government extremist groups at 50.  And a recent article in Dome Magazine asked the telling question, "What is it about Michigan that makes our state a magnet for religious hate-mongers?" Two things in this article stand out:  Out-of-state agitators are responsible for much of the muck being raked in Michigan and bigotry is certainly nothing new to our state.  Consider the Klan movement of the 1920s, militia extremists of the 1990s and sovereign citizens of today. 

Alarmed? You should be… What can you do? 
Criminal incidents motivated by bias against race, religion, national origin/ethnicity, sexual orientation, and disability are on the rise across the country.  This conference will provide a structured opportunity for Michigan to develop community-based response systems and address the needs of our communities and victims of bias motivated incidents.  
This conference provides a structured opportunity for Michigan to build its existing community-based response network and address the needs of our communities and victims of bias-motivated incidents.  This conference is offered at no cost to registered participants.  To Register - click here.  
REPORTING HATE CRIMES:
The Michigan Department of Civil Rights, MDCR, operates a Crisis Response Team (CRT) to initiate pro-active measures and to intervene as necessary to diffuse situations involving community tension and unrest, and to assure that all people enjoy equal rights under law. 
 ************************************************************************************************************************************
Club News

*************************************************************************************************************************************
We still need YOU to volunteer for the Flowers of Madison fundraiser to:  sell the food at our concession stand (would like 2 or 3 people), help set up (2 people) -that would include setting up the Ask Me About Zonta Table, delivering the supplies for the concession stand, and finally some people who will help with clean up and tear down of the concession stands. 

Melody will be doing the leg work to pick up the popcorn, bags, coffee, sodas, ice, napkins, candies and cookies to sell, and would be happy to share some of these tasks. Also, if anyone wants to bake some cookies so that we don't have to sell store bought cookies, please let Melody know.  We would only need 3 or 4 dozen.  Suggested flavors are peanut butter or chocolate chip. No messy kind that need hand washing after eating. The left overs, if there are any, will go home with the person who made them unless they give them away.
Please remember:  this is a CLUB event, not a committee event and we need the help of every member in some way, shape or form!!  Even just to smile and introduce themselves as a Zonta member and thank our attendees for coming.  
	


 

*************************************************************************************************************************************
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	COMMITTEE REPORTS


Fellowship, Program and Special Events
No report.

Hilda Patricia Curran - Chair    Committee Members:  Jacquelyn Pulford, Melody Atwood, Mary Haskell Board Rep.

Public Relations and Communication

BUSINESS/PLANS DISCUSSED:
The Public Relations Committee has been working hard to get numerous notifications out regarding the upcoming "The Flowers of Madison" documentary film fundraiser scheduled for September.  With the help of Elaine West, ZCOL has obtained WLNS Channel 6's Sheri Jones as the moderator for the event. Ms. Jones is attempting to secure a spot on “WLNS's “6 in the City” a monthly news program, to help ZCOL promote "The Flowers of Madison.".  Advertising has been sent to all local television and radio media along with numerous print, internet and community organizations where we are currently being listed as an upcoming event.  The Committee Chair along with several Zonta members have been delivering posters and flyers regarding the event to local businesses, clubs and churches.  The initial mailing of invitations was completed on August 8th with plans for follow up emails to be completed August 16th and again on the 30th.  The PR Committee wishes to express it thanks for the extra work completed by the following members in getting this event off the ground:


Jacquelyn Pulford

Dorothy Mitstifer

Sue Eareckson


Elaine West


Carrie Linderoth


Margaret Groves


Patricia Curran
The Public Relations Committee continues to post weekly announcements in the Lansing State Journal Business Section and the local area community newspapers regarding our meetings and events. 

The Public Relations Committee is presently working on the 2011-2012 budget request and will have it completed and submitted by the requested date of August 16th, 2011.

Melody Atwood –Chair

Committee Member:  Teresa Szymanski

Membership Committee
No report.

Darlene Harris - Chair

   
Committee Members:  Jane Bitsicas, Eleanor Smith, Mildred Richardson,                


             
     Sue Eareckson, Margaret Groves Board Rep.

International Relations/United Nations/Status of Women

From around the World:  

July 9, 2011    AFRICA'S 54TH NATION IS BORN: THE REPUBLIC OF SUDAN

The UN Economic and Social Forum, ECOSOC, ended with calls for the implementation 

of decisions (July 29, 2011): 

-issues of access to education, particularly of the girl child and the quality of education 

 to meet the skills needed by the economies and job markets of the 21st century.

 Combating child marriages through student debates: "I live in a place where youth take

 part in alcohol, drug abuse and crime.  It is through programs like these (Global

 Classrooms by the UN) where we find motivation and truly believe that our futures are

 not determined by our backgrounds."

-fast response capabilities for natural disasters, establishing resolutions, protection 

 for victims of sexual violence and investigations of human rights abuses by coordinating 

 with the UN peacekeeping police and others to provide training and advice on revitalizing 

 jail facilities and rehabilitation facilities.

The second most dangerous county in the world for women, is the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo.  Rapes continue every day, most by soldiers under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs.  

An estimated 20% of sexual assaults are done by civilians not under orders from a military leader 

but reacting to decades of chaos as they attack neighbors and strangers alike.  Some of the rapes 

are actually consensual sex between minors, where one half of a couple is under age.  Under Congolese 

law, this is considered rape, and the offender must either pay the girl's family or marry her (sometimes, 

the father just wants the money and won't allow her to marry the boyfriend).

Efforts are under way to set up victims' funds by the Congolese government encouraged by international 

donors but they also urge denying aid and debt relief to war criminals in regions governed by warlords 

who drain natural resources to fund their "treasuries."  Rwanda and Uganda must enter into talks to find 

peaceful solutions to the economic and political problems and refer offenders to the International Criminal 

Court for justice.  The UN also needs to invest more in rehabilitating former combatants, the judiciary and 

donations for rape victims.

UNICEF's State of the World's Children report recognizes the value of educating adolescents 10-19.  Exploring 

opportunities for themselves and making positive lifestyle choices at this crucial age will ensure long-lasting 

results.  Increasing resources can help break the link to poverty and other social inequities that affect adulthood.

Girls suffer more than boys in such areas as education, health, and domestic abuse, continuing the downward

spiral.  Girls remain invisible, and our approach will be a mark of our success with how we address adolescent

girls.  Other issues affecting both genders include legal troubles, violence, abuse, malnourishment, mental 

health, unemployment and residing in conflict zones.  Ultimately, adolescence is a pivotal point; youth can

change the world.  We have an obligation to help them in every way we can.

Working with the UN-"Girl UP" Program

The United Nations was established to foster global peace, prosperity and justice.  It has succeeded in its

fundamental mission of preventing a third world war and improving global equality of life.  But over the last

60 years, the UN's mission and membership have been broadened dramatically.  Below are the UN agencies

they work with to support programs for adolescent girls as part of the UN ADOLESCENT GIRLS TASK FORCE:

1.  The International Labor Organization (ILO)-Advancing opportunities for women, girls and men to obtain

     decent and productive work in conditions of freedom, equity, security and human dignity.

2.  The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)-The driving force that helps build a world where the rights

     of every child are realized.  Education is promoted because it makes better thinkers, better citizens and

     better parents.  It also work to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS and acts to ensure that all children are

     immunized, well-nourished and protected against violence, abuse and exploitation.

3.  The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)-Supports countries in using population data for policies and

     programs to reduce poverty and to ensure that every pregnancy is wanted, every birth is safe, every 

     young person is free of HIV/AIDS, and every girl and women is treated with respect and dignity.

4.  The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)-Dedicated to the building

     of peace, the eradication of poverty, sustainable development and intercultural dialogue through education,

     the sciences, culture, communication and information.  It focuses on gender equality as a global priority.

5.  The United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)-Dedicated to advancing women's rights and

     achieving gender equality.  It works on the premise that it is the fundamental right of every women to

     live a life free from discrimination and violence, and that gender equality is essential to achieving

     development and to building just societies. 

6.  The World Health Organization (WHO)-The directing and Coordinating authority for health within the UN

     system.  It provides leadership on global health matters, health research agenda, setting norms and

     standards, and health trends.  among its dedicated issues is the health and development of adolescents,

     especially girls.

U.S. CONGRESS THREATENING TO CUT FUNDING TO THE UNITED NATIONS!  Go online and holler!!!!

Sally Churchill - Chair


Committee Members:  Teresa Szymanski, Gail Shafer-Crane,                                                                   






                
Dorothy Mitstifer - Board Rep.

Service Ways and Means

No report.

Sherrie Graham - Chair



Committee Members:  Carrie Linderoth, Elaine West, Mary Zehner, 









                Bea Jaye Bedell, Judy Manson - Board Rep.
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Club/Foundation Officers and Directors:
President:





Nancy Johnson


Vice President: 




Melody Atwood
Correspondence Secretary:



Jane Bitsicas



Recording Secretary:




Judy Manson


Revenue Treasurer:




Jackie Pulford



Expense Treasurer:




Dorothy Mitstifer
Director - First of a Two-Year Term:

Margaret Groves and Mary Haskell

Director - Second of a Two Year Term:

Darlene Harris (replaces Judy Manson) and Elaine West
Nominating Committee:



Mary Haskell - Chair, Sue Eareckson and Elaine West
Foundation Representatives:
First year of Two Year Term:

        Teresa Szymanski and Sherrie Graham
Executive Board please note:  The Executive Board Meetings will be held at Mitchell's Fish Market at Eastwood Town Center.  We have the private room scheduled for the August, September, October and November Executive Board Meetings.
Reminder:  On September 13th, 2011, Zonta Club of Lansing will be proudly premiering a nationally acclaimed and international award winning feature length documentary film by local resident Amelah Reskick titled "The Flowers of Madison” This is an empowering feature-length documentary film about three culturally diverse Midwestern women facing and overcoming life’s greatest obstacles.  A film to se as the lives of these women will touch your heart and leave an impression on your soul.  Screening date is Tuesday, September 13th, 2011 in the Ada Whitehouse Room of Burcham Hills Retirement Community, 2700 Burcham Drive, East Lansing, MI 48823.  Screening time at 7:00 p.m.  Ticket prices are $10 each and $7 for students with ID.  For additional information, please contact Melody Atwood at 517-881-6737 or atwood.melody8@gmail.com Please mark your calendars.
************************************************************************************************************************
For Menu Planning, 

Please RSVP by Tuesday the week prior to our meeting if you will or will not be attending the next club meeting. Contact: Melody Atwood at either 517-881-6737 or email her at atwood.melody8@gmail.com
************************************************************************************************************************
For the Monthly Newsletter,

Final printing is completed by the third Monday of each month.  Please submit all information you wish to be included in the current month's   Newsletter, which includes all Committee Reports, by the second Thursday of the current month.  This gives the Correspondence Secretary less than five (5) days to put together a quality newsletter that can be viewed online or a Hard Copy to be received by those with no access to a computer.  Please send information to:  Jane Bitsicas at 1829 Bitsicas@aol.com Walnut Heights Drive, East Lansing MI 48823 Information received after print date will be held for the following month's newsletter.
********************************************************************************************************
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